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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report describes the achievements and progress of the Documentation Center of
Cambodia (DC-Cam) during the year 2001. It also describes the projects and activities
that DC-Cam plans to carry out beyond the year 2001.

DC-Cam was founded primarily to engage in sustained documentation on the Khmer
Rouge regime and the crimes committed in that era. Our goals are to promote the rule of
law, accountability and reconciliation. The principal activities of DC-Cam include the
Documentation Project, the Research Project and the Mapping Project. DC-Cam also has
a Promoting Accountability Project, a Magazine Project and a number of other initiatives.

Documentation

The Documentation Project focuses on building bibliographic and biographic computer
databases. The Cambodian Genocide Biographical Database (CBIO) contains detailed
information on Khmer Rouge leaders and cadres. In 2001, DC-Cam completed a major
upgrade to CBIO, with entries on 10,412 individuals in a dual English-Khmer database.
For the Cambodian Genocide Bibliographic Database (CBIB), the focus of our efforts last
year was Khmer Rouge secret police documents. A total of 13,879 out of 28.691
bibliographical files were cataloged and edited by September 2001. We started data entry
for a CBIB major upgrade in September, after completing CBIO upgrade.

Our long-time partner, Yale University’s Cambodian Genocide Program, ceased activity
in 2001, so we are negotiating with Yale University for rights to incorporate the
information in the existing databases into a larger, longer-term project that aims to
comprehensively catalogue DC-Cam holdings. The bulk of the Center’s archival
holdings have not yet been catalogued, including nearly 30,000 photographs and more
than 400,000 additional pages of documents, as well as a wide range of additional
materials of historical and legal interest.

Research

DC-Cam’s Research Project reflects our mandate to compile important historical
evidence about the Khmer Rouge regime. Helping the survivors of the Khmer Rouge era
learn what happened to their loved ones and communities, and helping them to
understand how and why those tragedies occurred, is the only way to heal their sense of
being held hostage by the past. Thus, our research work serves the interests of memory
and justice. It assists in building a foundation for the rule of law and genuine national
reconciliation.

In 2001, we completed three major research projects. One study, entitled “Oukoubah,”
examines the treatment of ethnic Chams at Tuol Sleng Prison. A second, “Women as
Instruments for Social Change.” focuses on the treatment of women under the DK
regime. These two are currently being translated from Khmer into English. A third study
is entitled “Victims and Perpetrators?” It examines the testimony of young Khmer Rouge
cadre at S-21, and has recently been published in English. A wide variety of additional
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studies are underway at DC-Cam’s Research Department. It is a goal of DC-Cam to train
a generation of young Cambodians to produce valuable research, and ultimately to
publish books on par with international scholarly standards. The achievements of 2001
demonstrate that we are making substantial progress toward that goal.

In addition to these internally-produced research studies, DC-Cam also created a number
of other valuable research products during 2001, including translations into Khmer of
four significant works: David Chandler’s Voices From S-21; Nayan Chanda’s Brother
Enemy; Luoung Ung’s First They Killed My Father; and the Anne Frank Diary. DC-Cam
also produced a compendium of Khmer Rouge Telegrams and Minutes of the Standing
Committee, running 800 pages in English and 1,200 pages in Khmer.

Mapping

2001 was the seventh year of DC-Cam’s Mass Grave Mapping Project. This season, DC-
Cam mapping teams completed missions to 18 of Cambodia’s 21 provinces. From 1995
until the present, DC-Cam mapping teams have visited 150 out of a total of 170 districts
throughout Cambodia. In the course of this work, we have mapped 587 genocide sites,
including 167 prisons and 77 memorials, as well as the locations of 19,440 mass graves.
These prisons, execution centers and mass graves from the Khmer Rouge era are being
systematically surveyed and entered into a digital mapping database.

The mapping reports compiled by DC-Cam in the course of this work constitute the most
comprehensive resource ever assembled on the mechanism of Khmer Rouge mass
murder.

Promoting Accountability

The absence of any concerted attempt to stage a legal accounting for the crimes of the
Khmer Rouge era has to some degree hindered efforts to preserve information that could
serve as potential evidence against former leaders of the Khmer Rouge. Fortunately, DC-
Cam and other institutions and individuals have dedicated themselves to gathering
evidence of Khmer Rouge atrocities. These historical records represent major sources of
potential evidence against former DK leaders and thus help to pave the way for
prosecutions. DC-Cam has been at the forefront of this investigation and now holds the
most complete collection of potential evidentiary materials against the Khmer Rouge.

At this time, additional funds are needed to continue the gathering of potential evidence.
Significant caches of documents remain in the hands of overseas academics, former
Khmer Rouge cadre and others elsewhere in America, Europe and Asia. Additional
documents are also frequently discovered in Cambodia, as new torture centers are located.
DC-Cam anticipates that research trips will have to be conducted in Cambodia, Vietnam.
Thailand, and potentially further abroad. In addition, DC-Cam researchers must continue
memorializing the testimony of the survivors of the Khmer Rouge era.

To assist the operations of the proposed Khmer Rouge genocide tribunal, DC-Cam plans
to retain a small legal staff drawn from its past and current volunteer legal advisors.
Their work will include preparing potential evidence and educating the public about the
process of achieving justice. This project is urgent, and of the highest importance.
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Searching for the Truth — Magazine

In 2000, DC-Cam launched a monthly magazine, Searching for the truth. In 2001, we
completed publication of our 24" issue. Our magazine is designed to help inform both
the Cambodian people and our international readership about life under the Khmer Rouge
regime. Searching for the Truth also educates its readers about the justice process and
ongoing preparations for a Khmer Rouge criminal tribunal. We have produced from 3,000
to 5,000 copies each of the first twenty-four Khmer-language issues, but we remain
committed to our original objective of publishing up to 40,000 copies per issue. In 2001,
we also published an English-language version of the first twelve issues, and we have
almost completed preparations to publish the issues from 2001 in English, as well.

Additional Initiatives

A Supplementary Cambodian History Text: DC-Cam plans to create a supplementary
history textbook for Cambodian public schools. With this project, we aim to fill the
gaping hole in the current public school curriculum. Due to political disagreements
among the various factions of the Royal Government since 1993, virtually all references
to modern Cambodian history between 1970 and 2000 have been deleted from the
materials used to educate the leaders of tomorrow’s Cambodia. There is almost no
mention at all of the Cambodian genocide in the educational materials used in public
elementary and secondary schools. We view this as unacceptable and tantamount to a
form of genocide denial.

Cooperation with Other Organizations: DC-Cam has enjoyed long-standing cooperation
with esteemed organizations inside and outside of Cambodia. In particular, we have
maintained close ties with the Cambodian Genocide Program (CGP) at Yale University,
the School of Information, Library, and Archive Studies at the University of New South
Wales, Australia, and the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum in Phnom Penh. Yale's CGP
ceased operations during 2001, so DC-Cam has been developing a program of
cooperation with Yale University's Sterling Library to replace some of the resources
previously available through our collaboration with the CGP. DC-Cam seeks good
cooperation with all NGOs, government authorities and other concerned universities,
institutes and archival centers worldwide.

Protecting Our Archives: DC-Cam continues to work diligently at preserving our
archival holdings using a variety of techniques, including microfilming, photocopying,
digital scanning, photo conservation, and lamination. DC-Cam takes very seriously its
responsibility as a custodian of this important national patrimony, and regularly seeks
consultation with archiving specialists in various institutions around the world.

Building the Archives: DC-Cam continues to grow its archives through acquisitions
from a wide variety of sources, both domestic and international. In 2001, DC-Cam was
entrusted with the archives of the Cambodian Documentation Commission, totaling
twenty-eight cartons of various types of documents, photographs and other materials of
historical and legal significance. This was one of the single most important acquisitions
by DC-Cam in several years.

Facilities Development: DC-Cam completed a major set of upgrades to its physical plant
in 2001, most notably including the construction of a new top-level floor containing a
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