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1950s
First Indochina War, an anti-colonial 
insurrection, occurs in Vietnam. Khmer 
Issarak (some of whom are communist) 
fight the French authorities in Cambodia.

1953 u1954
Cambodia becomes 
independent of France.
The First Indochina War ends.

1965 u1969
Intensification of Vietnam 
War weakens Cambodia’s 
government.

APR.17, 1975 
The Khmer Rouge (KR) capture Phnom 
Penh. Shortly thereafter, the KR forcibly transfer 
approximately two million people in Phnom Penh
and other cities into the countryside. Thousands 
of people died during the evacuations. 

MAR.24,1998 
Fighting erupts between forces 
intending to defect and forces 
loyal to Ta Mok. 

DEC.1978 
Vietnamese troops and the forces of the 
Kampuchea United Front for the National Salvation 
(KUFNS) fight their way into Cambodia. 

1996
Malai and Pailin, which were 
under Ieng Sary’s supervision, 
defect to the Royal Government 
of Cambodia (RGC).

DEC.25,1989 
KR forces on Mountain 1003 
capture and re-occupy Anlong Veng.

Anlong Veng becomes a 
militarized zone, which the KR 
are unable to capture.

1976
The KR proclaim the state of Democratic 
Kampuchea and publish the first “Four-Year Plan,”
which calls for the collectivization of all private 
property. Many people are imprisoned, tortured, and executed. 
Nearly 2 million people die during the Democratic 
Kampuchea regime.  

JAN.7, 1979
Vietnamese troops and KUFNS 
forces capture Phnom Penh. 
The KR flee to the jungles and Thailand 
to re-group into a guerrilla movement.

JUN.9,1997
One of the KR’s senior leaders, 
Son Sen, along with his entire family 
are killed by officers under the 
command of Pol Pot, which triggers 
a five-day clash between forces 
loyal to KR warlord Ta Mok and 
those of Pol Pot.

DEC.4,1998
Ta Mok 
surrenders and his 
forces demobilize. 

SEP.1989
Vietnamese troops 
complete their withdrawal 
from Cambodia.

MAR.1970
Prince Sihanouk is deposed as 
Cambodian head of state in 
right-wing coup. 

1979 u1989

OCT. 23,1991
All Cambodian parties sign a 
peace agreement (THE PARIS PEACE 
AGREEMENT) which commits them to the 
organization of a national election under the 
supervision of the United Nations Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC). The KR 
boycott the election and refuse to demobilize 
their forces.

MAR.6,1999 
Ta Mok is sent to the military 
court in Phnom Penh. Ta Mok 
died in prison of illness in 2006.
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